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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TUNIS 6084 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ELAB, TS, LY 

SUB J : TUNISIAN EMIGRANT LABOR IN LIBYA 

REF: TUNIS 3542 AND 5940 

1 . APPARENT RAPID IMPROVEMENT IN TUNISIAN-LIB YAN 
RELATIONS IN RECENT WEEKS HAS RAISED POSSIBILITY 
OF EXPORTING LARGE NUMBERS OF SURPLUS TUNISIAN WORKERS 
TO LIBYA. GOT OFFICIALS AND GENERAL PUBLIC, HOWEVER, 
HAVE NO MORE THAN FUZZY IDEA OF WHERE THIS EMIGRATION 
COULD LEAD IN TERMS OF PERMANENT, LARGE SCALE TUNISIAN 
PRESENCE IN LIBYA AND GREATER TUNISIAN ECONOMIC 
DEPENDENCE ON WORKER REMITTANCES FROM I .TRY A. 
UNEMPLOYED TUNISIANS HAVE RESPONDED TO PROSPECT 
OF WORK IN LIBYA BY FLOCKING TO GOT EMIGRANT WORKER 
AGENCY AND TO LIBYAN CONSULATE IN TUNIS. 
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2. WE HAVE DISCUSSED ISSUE WITH DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF GOT OFFICE OF EMIGRANT LABOR BUT HE WAS RELUCTANT 
TO MAKE ESTIMATE OF NUMBER OF TUNISIANS NOW IN LIBYA. 
HE NOTED THAT A DEFINITIVE FIGURE IS DIFFICULT TO 
ARRIVE AT SINCE LARGE NUMBERS OF TUNISIANS TRAVEL TO 
LIBYA, AND IT IS VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DIFFER- 
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ENTIATE BETWEEN BORDER CROSSINGS FOR TOURISM AND THOSE FOR 
WORK. HE ESTIMATED THERE ARE PROBABLY NO MORE THAN 

55.000 TUNISIANS IN LIBYA NOW FOR PURPOSE OF WORKING. 

HE NOTED NUMBER IS BEING AUGMENTED BY APPROXIMATELY 
1,300 PER MONTH, AND THAT "BOOM" IN AUGUST COULD 
BOOST RATE. AS IN PAST, MOST TUNISIANS 

IN LIBYA ARE EMPLOYED AS AGRICULTURAL FIELD LABORERS 
AND IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. ALTHOUGH LARGE CROWDS 
OUTSIDE LIBYAN CONSULATE GIVE DIFFERENT IMPRESSION, 

HE SAID GOT IS SEEKING TO KEEP FLOW AT ORDERLY PACE. 

3. WHILE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS OFFICIAL TENDED 
TO DOWNPLAY SCOPE OF EMIGRATION TOLIBYA, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD US THT A RECENT GOT STUDY 

OF QUESTION INDICATED THAT THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 

130.000 TUNISIANS IN LIBYA. HE SAID THAT NUMBER 

OF TUNISIANS IN LIBYA HAS ALWAYS EXCEEDED FIGURE 
PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY GOT, POINTING OUT THAT 
ACTUAL NUMBER OF TUNISIANS IN LIBYA BEFORE MARCH 
1976 WAS 80,000 AND NOT 40 TO 45,000 AS CLAIMED 
BY GOT AT THAT TIME. 

4. IF THE FIGURE OF 45,000 TUNISIANS IN LIBYA IS 
ACCEPTED FOR MARCH 1976 (WHEN MASS EXPULSIONS BEGAN) 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE NUMBER OF TUNISIANS IN 
LIBYA HAS AGAIN REACHED THAT LEVEL OR HIGHER. GOT 
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AUTHORITIES CLAIMED THAT LIBYA EXPELLED 14,000 TUNISIANS 
IN SIX MONTH PERIOD FOLLOWING MARCH 1976. OFFICIALLY 
SPONSORED WORKER EMIGRATION TO LIBYA WAS REINITIATED 
IN EARLY 1977 AND HAS CONTINUED AT LEVEL OF APPROXIMATELY 
1,300 WORKERS PER MONTH SINCE. THIS PACE HAS APPARENTLY 
INCREASED IN RECENT WEEKS. IN ADDITION TO OFFICIALU 
EMIGRATION PROGRAM, ILLEGAL BORDER CROSSINGS OF 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS IS COMMON OCCURENCE AND HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL ELEMENT IN EXPORT OF WORKERS 
TO LIBYA. THIS ILLEGAL FLOW COULD HAVE EASILY 
BOOSTED THE NUMBER OF TUNISIANS TO 55,000 TO 60,000. 

THE 130,000 FIGURES ADVANCED TO US BY FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL APPEARS HIGH BUT MAY CONSTITUTE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ESTIMATE OF ALL TUNISIANS IN LIBYA (INCLUDING 
WORKERS, PERMANENT RESIDENTS, TUNISIANS MARRIED TO 
LIBYANS AND TOURISTS) FOR PURPOSES OF CONSULAR PRO- 
TECTION. 

KING 
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